Mensa Speech

A4 TONGUE IN CHEEK HISTORY OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE IN NEVADA

B saxly Fehxruary, 2000, I was eme of ithe members of fhe studieo audience
to watdh the faping of the mew Fox Television special  “Whe Wands fo Maary
a Multi-Millionaire.” Omne of iy jdicial colleagues had been hired fe perform
the wedding which would take place om stage at the end of fixe show. Despite
not Iowing whe their futuwe Iwsbhand would be, thousands eof women
nationwide had signed up as potential brides. Perhaps the prizes of a $335.600.0¢
diamond rimg, a new Isoon T!‘nﬂ;;él' SUY amd an all expense paid hoeneyinoon
o Babades im the Caribbean were alse influenfial in enticing women fto sigsn
s for dhis marital advenhmre.  The dhwosen ome cowld Leep the prizes even if the
television mmriage failed. Affer a lengthy selection process, this Iarge group
was marrewed dowmn to fiffy Gmalists. They were all floewn to Las Yegas for all
expense paid vacation while they worked on the taping of fhe show af fhe Las
Vegas Hilfenn. These finalists wonld go flwongh a selection process on stage i
froadt of e amdience. The wvmknown bachelor was watduing frem a special
Iootlh on stage amd was mnot visible eifhier to the women or fo the stadio
avdiensce.  He had friends amul relatives there fo Irelp Ivhn malic fhe selection.
Jest ik case, ihe prospective Ihwshand badked ot there was a substitle
back stage to take his place so the show could go on. Finally, there were five
finalisis amd ome of e wonld he dhosen by the wmlnown and mseen
nyali-aailieonadre as his Jwide. The five fialists were araved om stage I

wedding dresses,  ready o be muowried. Then fhe moment of trvfle come. The



wnitmilbonairve was infroduced to e  aasdiensce. He was Hikk Hockwell, E ]

real estate developer and business owner from . Califormia. He selected Damva
Conger as his bride. The show's plans  Bachaded having a member of fhe

Comy Clexk present badistage to issme the marriage license and hoth parties
had to sign a premuptial agreement i the event that the marviage failed
dovn the road. The paperwork was dome, mne one backed ond amd, veila, they
were maaried in the shew's gramd tinale. The show aired en Fox Television
one  Wweek Joder. H was a ratings saeccess, drawing seome 22 million viewers.
Fox even plammed fo rervm the show soon aifer s origmal aiving. Hewever,
the «ritics considered # a bomb and Fox Television received & torremd of
riticisin for the show. The National Orgamization of Women gave Fox Television
its “Network of Shame” award. Ridi amd Darva left on their all expense paid
heneymoorn. It was wme honevmoon. The whole relationship fell apart rather
apicdidy, They stayed im separate yoomus the wilwle time. They cane hadk to
the United States fo more confroversy amd problems. Like many people, E
fmns et that Ridk Redhawell had a past. In early 1991, a former girlriend,
Debbie Goyne, had filed an application for a domestic vielemee protection: opdex
against hiam I fhe Leos Angeles Cowmy Superioxr Comxt. JAmong the things she
said in her application for a restraiming order is this gem: Y} aaa filing ¢his
resiraining order hecanse, having lived with and known Ridk for 1 years, it
is my belief fhat his elevator doesn’t ge all the way to the top floor.” Darva

dd mol wand fo go te amy floor with Rick Recdkwell. She decided shwing the

honeymoon fo seek am amnmmbment. She got her ammmbment right here in Las
Yegas a few weeks later. K was alse something of a media cireus. The

appahmend  was granted om the grommds of framd - she Eknew nothing  about
the prior restraining ovder against him by Debbie Goyne, ard  weunld mnever
Lhave maried him had she known he frufli, Life afler felevision was nef casy
for DParva. She lost her job as an ecmergency room namse i Califormia and
was the object of nmch scorm in the tabloids and gossip sheets. She had te

lurstle 1o make some money inchuling deoing a plwio spread for Playboy



magazime and was featuwed i several other magazines. Darva did ultimately
get her hlife badi in erder. She was later able to get a job as a mmse at a
hospital i Vemduwa Coumty, Calitornia. There she met a paramedic amd
marzied him abowt a vear later. Bt that doesmn't end her mvelvesment wifh
Las Vegas amd weddings. Darva is scheduled to he fhe hostess of a mew
television show, Vegas Wedidlings Unweiled, wullviehr  3s suppesed fo air dthis
SEmaner. She will nmrate mtroductions te some eclaborate and wmwesual Las
Vegas weddings. That, my friemds, is st a tease, a smupler of the stories
we have for you today. Nevada has a long amd rich history wiwen # comes
to weddings and  diverces. Las Vegas is rightfelfly Inowvar as  the wedding

capital of the weorld. Since the start of the mew millenmiznn, the Clark Cormuly

Clexk has been issaing over 120,000 wedding licenses eadh year. n 2003,
otr Family Cowmrt issued just over 12,000 divorces. This comparisonn has
remained rather comsistend: abowt 10 marriages for each diverce., I have

withh me foday <C(harolette Richards, the owner and operator of the Liltle
White Wedding C(hapel in downfown Las Vegas. She has been performing
weddings foer over 40 years imchuding weddings of many of fhe rich and
faanons. She will ge tlwongh the history of the wedding frade i Nevada.
Then I will finish with a hisfery of the divorce trade im Nevada. In prepazing
dhis presendation, I had the able assistance of Guy Recha, the state
Archivict amd  Mella Hazmon, one of his able assistants. She wrote Iher
master’s fhesis oen a slice of the history of the diverce frade inm Remo. She is
tryimg fo wvaile a hook abowt the mariage aml divorce frades m Nevada amd
gemerousky shared with me the rough drafis of five chapters of her materials.
They also yefexred me to a few older books en these subjects im Nevada
histery. 1 enjoyed reading these maferials abowl my adopted state. This
presentation  is  iodendded do e  endertabnbng. We are going to drop mnames,
Iots of names, and we will be shuumeless in doing so. The facts axed mpyihs
of history are a somrce of both enjoviment amd edueation. Withowt fxdher ade,

Irere i Chrawolatfs Riclsowils o tallc abouot sreddingg =31 Nevada.
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THE DIVORCE BUSINESS - ECONOMICS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Nevada became a state in 18364 during the Civil War. It was first siven a
separate terviforial stafus i 1861. Nevada was carved owt of fhe Utah and
Nesww Blexico fervitories. At thai  tiome, Nevada bad extremely spaxse
population and dhe early sefilements were in Remo - Carson City area, The
big reasoms for Nevada statehood was selhl and silver. Gold amdd silver had
heen discovered i fhe Carsom City area dring the 1850°s and many miners
Al prespectors wihe had rushed fo Califormia duving the gold rash days there
reversed eommse and caame fto  Nevadda. Virgimia Ciy was horn during that
tane and was a very wild and woolly place bhack then. Today # is a colovind
tovwisi towm. The Nevada Texrvitorial Legislahimwe emacted a mauriage amnd
diverce act im s first session im the fall of 1861. The first known diverce
i Nevada ovemrsd in 1863 For fhe Latter paxt of fhe 1300g, monehrs of the

divorce actien took place in Virgimia Cily. Women filed most of the diverce

petitions Dbacdk  then, mostly on the growmds of auelly followed by
desertion and mneglect. Given that Virginia Ciy was populated with a lot

of rough and fromble follis, tramsiends, miners, efe. aaul with all the drindiing
and  prestitmtion going on, we can Eulerstand the reasons for ihese causes
of diverce. Divorce and reparfmering were readily accepied in the local
society. By the early 1880s, he mining buerests had pefered ot i
Virgimia CHy. There was mnothing wwmsnal abomt Nevada amd diverces wmtil
the tswm of the cemtixy i 19660, That year is comsidered the hirthh of the
diverce business i mortherm Nevada, I was in 1906 that the Second Faxl
Russell, an Enghish peer, had fraveled all fhe way o Nevada where e
took wup residence by Lake Tahoe to starf his six month residency for the
prapese of obfaining a diverce. Lord Russell wished (o diverce his presemndt
wife amud  replace lwer with a young  woman named Dollie  Sononerficld.
She came with  him As soonn as his diveres became final, he aueried

Mellie and dhey rettamed ¢o England. They did mot live happily ever afier.



Lady Russell had filed for divorce in England on the groumds of higamy,
As Lerd Ruwssell amid Mollie stepped from ¢he t¢raim in London, e was
mwested amdl  charged with  bigaany. His Ihoneymoon with BMollie wwas
deferved wmiil he served a thwee month Mrisen  seadfemnce and  fhen  waifed
for the English diverce to hecome final Lord Fussell and Mollie were
divorced i 1913, Lerd Russell's marital woes camsed mmech pubslicity
Ind o was twe oilher developmenis a few yeaxrs later ham really Lick started
the Beno diverce Dusiness. I 15053, another foanons and well publicized
divorce case came fo Reno. Lavra Corey was the wife of Willizen Corey,
president of U.S. Steel Corperation amd ome of the world's rvichest men. She
came te Heno for a diverce. Nevada’s rwesideney requivemerd of six meonths
was dhe shoxfest residemcy period of any state in fhe wmion at ¢hat tome
and  fhat made Nevada an  atiractive place fo  come for a  diverce.

The Corey case was rveady made fodder for the gossip  coluomists  aad
EWEPAPerS, The Corsy were weabilyy, promimend and -~ Mr. Corey was
leaving his faithinl wife of 18 years to marry  aciress Babelle Gilnuars.

Lavwa was i Remo establishing her residency peviod andd  the newspapers
prominently mentioned both in their mnews and gessip colmnns. Laywra
repeortedly got a diverce settlement somzenhere behween $2.000.000.09 and
$3.000,000.00 and she goi her final dewree of divorce in 1966, Baaxy people
now saw the aivanfages of a Nevada divorce amd the boeom was o So foo
did seme lawyers. In Jawsary, 1567, New York divorce afforney Willian H.
Schmifzer maoved his Iaw practice to Reneo. A few lawyers had afttempted
fo advertise dreir diverce services i a modest Sashion. However, Sdmitzer
did ¥ wup big thne. He wrote and distributed a pamphlet adverfising his
diverce business mn Rene. He placed ads for his pamphlet i eastern
mevispapers Al em fhe show cmrtains i fhemtres. This did met sit svell wifh
other aftorneys smul fhe Washoe Cowmmfy (Remo) bar association stazted
dishaxmsent proceedings against him. He was disharred im 1911 Dt was

reinstated Jater om i his caveer. Seme lawyers feli Remo would gef a bad



reputation from the mnoteriety of advertising for diverce busimess i Nevada.
The lawvers didnt have Yo worry abowst adivertising Rene as a diverce mecea.
The mews media was starting fo do i for them. An arficle was published i
October, 1908 in Munsey's Magazine proclaiming Renes as fhe new divoree
headgnarters of the United States. This was considered a  positive
article and fhe awihor fomed Remo as the place to go for diverce. Even
hacd  ihen, there was comsiderable public debate abowt the morality of
stiverce. The era between 1900 and World War [ is generally hnown as
the Progressive Era. Progressives were concermed abowt the moraly
of Americams and divorce was viewed as a contrilaor tfo the mmoral decay
af seciefy. Progressives wanted a wmiformm mnational law en diverce that
would stop the practices of fhe mmigratory divorce frade and reduce fhe
nation’s  divorce rxate. The citizens of Reme were part  of that nadional
debate. Many were concerned abowt Reno's image as a diverce sdestimation
aaed  ifs  megative effects om fthe populace amd the state’s reprdtation. In

813, a group of Rene citizens lobbied the Nevada Legislattme to Iengthen

the state’s residemcy requirement from six months fo one year. The bill
passed. Se too did Reno’s presperify. Reno went fivfo an economic shoup.
Iz 1915, fire Nevada Legislatire reversed iiseli wmdder pressuwe from

fawsyers amd  business  owvarers and  restored the six month residency

period. The Remeo diverce busimess picked right back up  and  re-established

itself, I 19326, another sensational Jdivorce case oeated a Jot  of
ewspaper Ireadiines axud soxme legal condroversies. Sident S{Teer:

aciress Maxy Pichiford was Lnewn  dthen as “America’s sweelheand.”
While she may have been America’s sweetheart, she was mne longer i
Iove wwith her fhen Ishband, Owen Moore. She wanded a diverce so she
coudd marry her real Lune, the iflamboyamt amd famous actor Donglas
Fambamks, Jr. She hired Remo lawyer Patrvick MeCaran to hanile her

diverce case. He mef lrwer at fhe Rene frain station on February 13, 1920
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Al Took Der Io ire Camphell Hancli omside the sumall fovr of  tienoea, ahoul
A5 miles sowdh of Reuno. Not foo long after lrer axvival i Gemoa, he filed a
petition for diverce im Douglas Commty comrihouse. Mary had been i Nevada
only a few days and cextainly mot for the mormal six months thai othwers Inod

to wail before filimg. Mary said hat she came to Genoa for the ostensible

pupose of regaiming hexr healih. Whether if was coimcidental or metf, Owen
Moore hasl come te mearby Virgimia Cify to shoot a filhm fhere. Soemehow,

he just seemed to wander into Donglass County one day and was amnazimagly
served with the divorce papers while m that sommty. Maxy Pickford, heing
the highly skilled actress fhat she was, convinced the Jocal District Jadge
that she mdeed had come fo Genoa to restore her healih and that she Tuad
nothinng fo de with her Imshand coming inte Donglass Cowaxy a few diays
later and being sexrved with ddivorce papers. Her diverce was grasied on
Maxch 2, 1920, The recuperative effects and healing powers of a divorce
dearee are Buredible. She et Nevada the wvery mnext merning and married
Denglas Faibanks, Jr. Iatexr that monh. Well, this cansed a big uproax
back then. Her case went to the Nevada Supreme Cowmd in 1922, The coumt
refmsed fo sel aside her deaee. Patrich MeCaxran, then regarded as a highly
skillesd Iavwyer, had formd a loephole im the Nevada stafufes that enabled DMazy
Pickiord to get her divorce withow! having to wait the six menth residency
period. The 1923 Nevada Legislatimre closed that loophole and the residency
requurenzesst was made the same for evervone and every case. By, McCazram
weist on fo becomie a US. Senater from Nevada from 1933 te 1934 MeCarzan
Afrport im Las Vegas is named affer him. Reno had emerged doving dhis thne
as the greatest diverce colony im  America. Several mnewspaper amul magazine
articles  were published toufing Rene's advantagses as a  divorce colozy.
George Bowl published 2 book im 1921 emtitled Six Months in Reno. I ‘provided
all the basic mformation abort going fo Remwo for a diverce. Neot everyone in Remneo
was enamored of the diverce trade and Reme's reputation. Lilvan Stratton

published a book inx 1921 exditled Reno: A Book of Short Stories end Information.



This book is available on the ndernet and can be dovwnloaded for free. I read parts
of bher materials for this presentation. Lilvan Soratton’s profestations were for
navagid. The publicity mill that promoted Reno's diverce frade oversshehned
amy contrarian opiiens. Remo was elevated even higher im 1924 when a Iitthe book
writtenn by James H. Bolin enditied Bono, Novadea, the Healy City of the Worldd was
published. He sfarted his book thmsly: “This booklet is offered wifh ne apolegies.
 is extended with fhe view of showing the western spiret still prevails in Hemwo,
Nevada, the divores cemder of the world.” In 1827, ihwe Nevada Legislafire fook
another loskh at Nevasda's divorce Laws. There was some fear of a fhweat teo
Nevada's sspremacy as a diverce capital from Framee amid Mexics. There was alse
something of a divorce trade war in the Unifed States since the exd of World War I
betwesas Nevada, Maho and Srkansas. The Legislatmre reduced Nevadda's
rvesidency peried from six to thwee mondhs. This cdhange was condroversial m
Nevada. Seme mewspapers oviticized the dhanges. None of dhe crificiom
mattered of conrse simce the divoree trade only get befter. The mumber of divorces
went up dramatically affer that dwnge i the law. DMore articles confimed fo be
published abouf Remo as fhe divorce capital of the Unifed States. Ome inspired
avtheor even came up with a motte for Reno: “Mary in haste — repent in Reneo.” In
1929 camme ihe Great Depression. It was hard thmes for evervome. Nevada
suifered toe amd, Iike the other siafes, the Legislaftwe looked arcwmud for some
amswers for ifs cilizems. In 1931, dhe Nevada Legislature passed fwo very major
Iavwws. First, it legalized gambling. Gambling had beent aromd for a long tihme
in Nevada b never im a completely legal status aand in an organized fashion. The
second major piece of legislation was the shorteming of the divoree resideney
period from three mondhs fo six weeks, I was fhen aul still remains fo this
day the shorfest residency period im the Unifed Stafes. The efiects on fhe Reno
sconminy were elecivitving. For nearly 30 years, Remno had been establishing
varionts ways of housing fthe Inmudreds of people whe came to Rene to get
diverced. A mwouber of hotels had been built. They ranged frem low to high

chass I aualifty. wrice and aonendties. Peonle firmed wrivade Demmes imto heapdins



hounses. Some people even remfed their house owtrighd  amd went fo live with
relatives or friends. Renoites also built and operated hoarding houses, rooming
homses, apartment Douses, e courts, canmsp  Srovmuls, divorce roaoches anad
fhe YMCA When the residency law changed i 1931, Reme was sionply flooded
withh  people. There were several dfemt coamps set up aleng the Virginia Street
and the Trudiee River. People lived in these fent commps adil reems in more
suitable housing was available. Some of fhe more enterprising business people
builf and eperated gnest ranches or dude ramdies. Most were soufh of Reme
wiiere dhere were pleasant meadows and fertile Iland i the shadows of the
Siecxvra Nevada mommdtains. B was amd still is some of the most beadifisl Iamdd
i Nevada teday. These dude ranches were mostly for fhe well to do people
wilio draveled te Rene from the Larger cifies for their divorces. These ramches
oifered a vaxiety eof amenifies for their gnests: escorfed horseback rides, ot
springs.  swinoning, henvting, trap shooting and good home cookied meals.
Prohibition: did met have muuch effect on Remeo. Alcoheol was generally available
through disareet chanmels ad in private places.  Affer prohibition was repealed
in ¥934, several legitimate hazrs and Lupnor distvibadors werd indo business in Beno.
Despite ifs distand location, traveling te Rene was not difficulf. The Seoufhern
Pacific Railroad came to Remno from both east and west. The Greyhwwmd bus
made 6 arvivals and deparfywes each day. Unifed Airlines flew e Remo. And
still others fraveled to Reno by private car. Several lawyers in the diverce frade
bougle hotels and/or boarding houses amd set their wives up to manage the
propexties. Other Iawyers ovumed remdal properties or vemfed theix owin homes out
fo clients. B Maxeh, 1933, a story swept wongh Reno that Barbara Woeohwerth,
the dime store heiress, was coming fto Reno to get a diverce from her then
Imshband. Primee Alexis Mdivani. If was well known that Miss Barbara was worth
abowt 350 millien amd every Reno diverce lawyer was droocling to get her case.
She arrvived in Remno on Moarch 306, 1935, Shie fook her case to a prominent Reseo

Iawx fmm for an estimaied fee of some $15.000 o 520,000, e of the sendor



pariners fiomed over his persomal residence to Miss Barbara for the duration of
her residency period. Renoe was even an infermational mecca for diverces. One

reseapcher has foumd evidence i fthe court records hat dring the 1930s,

divoxcing parties coame from ad  least 32 foreignm  commdries. Reno  fried fo
accommodate various eflmic groups and conlaral  Goferests. One  promdusessd

gromp fthat effens caame fo Remo ~ New York fews. There was a rabbi in Rene
and others who offered varions services to Jewish divorce seehers., Remo's iirst
hosher delicatessen opened for business on July 3. 1931. Net evervome whe
came to Hemeo for a divorce was well to do. The majority of the diverce seehers
were from the middle class and they offem had to work while im Reme in eorder
to pay thelr living expemses amil legal fees. The divorce trade and the newly
legalived gambling did work fo creafe a significant mwmnber of jobs in Reme.
The employmend was mainly i clerical work amd im the casimos. Some of the
divorcees siayed im Remo after fheir sdivorces fo live. There was a lot of time
o kill while svaiting ont flhe residency peried. The mnight Life i Reneo was active.
Many of the divorcing men and women were a long way frem home and simce
many did not indendd te stay in Reno affer ¢he diverce, they felf iree to imudnige
their hasifod fendencies. This Ihelped cement Reme’s reputation as a “sin eify.”
This seems to be nothing new for Nevada. Fven today, the Las Vegas Cenvention
Al Visitors Awdhority spends millions of dollars on its Iafest ad caanpaisn fouting
Las Vegas as an adol exdertaimnent mecca. The onrremd slogan is “what gees
o i Vegas stays im Vegas.” Dwwing that era, fhere were several conboyvs thad
worked om the randhes mear Rene. Seme of these ranches were fhe dude ranches
or guest randhes wihere the more well to do passed thelr waiting time. There
were cowboys who did more herding of fhe guests than herding of real catfle.
Aceoriding to ome amilvor, fhere were 19 dade ranches located near Reno fhaf
catered to the divorce residency trade. Many of these randhes would semd a car
or wagen fo the lecal frain stations fo meet and pick np fhe new fmare divercees
arriving on the ain from cither the east or west coast. They eoffen had cowboys

idressed up m western regalia fo meet their costomers at the frain station amd fo



escort them to the dude randh. One well known dnude ranch in the 1930s went Iy
the naane “Lazy Me.” However, this randh was Lhnown for ils good looking couwboys
and and ifs nickname was “Lay Me Easy.” I womndder why. Another dnde ramch that
adiieved some degree of fame was the Flyving M E. This place catered to fhe
famons and well o do. I was formerly knovwn as the Teaubling DWW after ome of is
evirers, Dore Wood Well # just so happened that Mr. Weoed became enameored
of & youmg and soon fo be wealthy divercee’ amd he and Mrs Wood got diverced
themselves. His exwwife, Euany, got the rancly i fhe divorced and seom chamged
its mame te the Flying M E. If was considered ihe exchusive of all the dnude ranches
that sperated in Nevada. H catered to an older amd wealthier cliexdele. Referemces
were vequired and walli-in business was discouraged. B was described by ene
unewspaper cohonnist as “a bit of the Rilz dvopped dovn im Nevada.” Moy of the
guesis waared their privacy. The mnews media and photographers were barred
from the ranch property. Ome exception ocemred im July, 1943 when Eleanor
Roosevelf, fhen the Firsi Lady of the Undied Siates, vacationed af raneh asud
visifed with one of her lady friends from Dbacdk east who was there for a diverce.
Mrs.Roosevell had been writing a newspaper cohmum entifled “My Day” since 1936.

I was carvied by 140 newspapers. As a Litile footnote here, Mrs. Roosevelf wrote
frer colmun six days 3 week for nearly 26 years with hardly amy mterruptions. She
wrete her colmmm while on fhe randh. This made the ranch and ifs ewners faanous,
Mrs. Reosevelt alse agreed te be mferviewed by the local newspapers while at the
ramech. This was quife a sensation for fhe local media. One famous celebrity whe
stayed at the Flying M E several times dwwing his hevday was Clak Gable. He got
diverced mmitiple fwice in Nevada. He was first iiverced in Las Vegas in fhe very
early 19406s. He then marrvied Carole Lombard whe tragically died i a plane cvash
m 134 just minutes after faking off from Las Vegas on her way back fo Les Angeles.
He mamried again in 1949 bud that mariage enly lLasted 18 months and he again
established a Nevada rvesidency amd got divorced. There swere many weH knewn

and wealthy people wnlio had made fheir way to the Flying M E dwwing ifs hevday
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IOF & AIVOICe. LMEMY W OOMS WAS VErY Z00d Al Keepng e MICHIIIES 0 ReT SUests
confidential and ot of the news meedia. In 19498, ome very special zuest Birs.
Framkli: D. Roosevelt, Jr.. the former Fihel du Poni. She was a member of fhe
very famtous and weabily dun Peord family and had mauried fhe son of the President
of the Unifed States in 1;33‘7 - The du Pent fanily represented old aad wealilyy money
and were rock rib Republicans. The dn Pont family had contributed over $360.000.00
te defeat President Roosevelf in ¢he 1936 election. The marriage of Efhel do dhe
Presideni’s son i 1937 was someflung of an cawbarrassmend to the da Pond farmiky.
Several family members refuzsed €o go to the weddimg aand still ofthers slipped inte fhe
back ddoor at the reception for the bride and groom, congratulated fie bride, sl
slipped oul the back door. M is certainly possible that the Presidenst was more delightesd
with the mariage aml the absences of the du Powis than anyvthing else. The diverce
business in Reno was famons. K had even developed ifs own vocabnlay. Read some
examples from The Diverce Seelkiers. There are many, many stories about diverces i
Nevada. When fthere ave lois of stories abowst certain topics, there are likely te e some
tall steries or mpyilis as well. One of the great moths abowut Reno divorces is that the
newly divorced women would threw their wedding rvings imdo fhe Triadkee River afier
they Ieft the comrthonse. The Washoe Commdy Comrthonse is close by the banks of the
Truckee River in downtovin Reme. Neo ome really knows hew this meyih started baxt
there is an accomt of a river ring tossing in Cornelins Vanderbilt Jr.’s 1949 novel entitled
sinply “Reneo.” He was a relative of the railroad haron and himself had obtained a
diverce in Renwo in 1927, Despite its ladk of a factual basis. the myth endired and was
sitenn promoted by towrism officials in northern Nevadda. It helped promote the diverce
basiness and is the Lind of imteresting folllore likely to be wriffen about im the mews
media. There was evidence at the time that divorcees weuld walk one-half block fo
a nearby Woohvorths and buy cheap, dime store rings and toss them in the river as
a symbolic gestime of the end of the marriage. The real vings were much teo vahuable
to tess away. Many of fhe divercees were mot wealthy and especially ibwing e
depression days # was a really stupid idea te thwow away somefhing of value. The

diverce business pealied in Remeo in 1944 wwhen some 19,000 diverces wwere grangfed.



The diverce busimess finally wommd dowin fo mnormal mombers Iy the late 1960s.
Divorce laws in ofhier states hunl become easier and there was no Ionger the necd fo
ge to Reno fo gef a divorce. Renwo was not the only city in Nevada. Las Vegas had
come into heiug im 1905 bt did net stant hecoming a makor city wndil the late 19405,
People in Reno did net have a very high opinion of Las Vegas many years age. In his
1941 bosk “Reno™, the aunfhor noted the probability of Las Vegas rivaling Reno canises
ne werries — in Renwo. Las Vegas is another world and it is very hot i Las Vegas in the
somumner. Las Vegas also has its history of uuariages amdl divorces. Clak Gable was
diverced here arommd 1940 or 41. He maried Carele Lombard seon aiter and as
mentioned before, she died im a plane earash a few miles fo the seuthwest of Las Yegas
soon after leaving Las Vegas. Maribm Momroe's divorce from her first hmshand was

done here ine Las Vegas inx 1946,



